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BACKGROUND
Doubling of the farmer's income by 2022 in a sense to enhance overall productivity of natural
resources can only be achieved when farmers adopt and implement all the technologies and
innovations developed in a strategic manner. Minimization of land degradation of the resources,
reclamation and productive utilization of degraded lands, utilization of land and water resources in a
strategic and multiple ways, enhancing productivity multi-fold by adopting modern techniques such
as protected cultivation, efficient irrigation management, and evolving various scientific and strategic
remedies to location specific constraints including climate change considerations, are some of the
important approaches being popularized since long. But their adoption level, impact and resulting
production levels in quantity and quality, enhancement of livelihood is not as per expectations or
projections, mostly due to various constraints and issues (physical, social, financial, political, etc)
which are not taken care off during R&D efforts. Hence, it is imperative to develop interface between
academicians and researchers, policy makers and farmers or other farming stakeholders, to evolve a
comprehensive strategies for overall development of agricultural system vide different production
systems and commodities.
The conceptual framework of ICAR initiated “Farmer FIRST” programme was intended towards
enriching farmers-scientists interface for technology development and application. Indian
Association of Soil & Water Conservationists (IASWC) has planned to provide such interface through
organizing Regional Conferences and providing an effective platform for innovative and forward
farmers to represent farming communities of their respective areas and share their experiences,
constraints, and expectations from researchers and policy makers vis-à-vis presentation from
researchers and policy makers on various issues directly related to farmers views so that ready
information is available that can be effectively communicated through farmers to farmers mode. Such
conferences for Southern Region at Banglore in March 2013, Northern Region at Dehradun in March
2014, and North Eastern Region at Guwahati in February, 2017 was organized. In February 2018, a
conference for Western Region comprising of farmers of Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Union
Territory of Daman and Diu and Union Territory of Dadra and Nagar Haveli is being organized at Anand
Agricultural University, Anand, Gujarat.
The western region covering 85.03 million ha i.e. 25.87% of the total geographical area of the country
comprises of widely varying climatic, topographic and soil conditions. It has arid (western Rajasthan),
semi-arid regions (east and south Rajasthan, Saurashtra and central Gujarat, south east Maharashtra)
tropical dry and wet regions (most of Maharashtra), tropical wet (coastal south Maharashtra and Goa)
with annual rainfall ranges from 100 - 3000 mm in western Rajasthan to Konkan and Goa. Land
topography includes high, undulating and slopy lands in hilly regions of Aravali, Sahyadri, and Satpura,
thar desert in western Rajasthan and plain and coastal areas in Gujarat and Maharashtra. Heavy black
cotton soil, lateritic gravelly and sandy soils are major problematic soils of the region. About 57.5% of
total area is under cultivation, out of which only 30.7% is irrigated. Rest of around 70% of area is
rainfed suffering from climatic and other situational vagaries. Land degradation (covering 30-40% of
area) is also pronounced in many parts due to water erosion forming ravines (8.72 lakh ha) in alluvial
deep soils, wind erosion in arid (west Rajasthan and north-west Gujarat) and coastal region, coastal
salinisation (2.6%) and water logging (1.1%). Poor ground water recharge is also a major issue of the
region due to poor rainfall and hard rock conditions limiting well irrigation to only 21% of cultivated
area. A substantial part of the farming communities are tribals having very low resource and
knowledge access. All these statistics indicate that the farmers of this region are undertaking farming
at very high risk, poor growing conditions and resulting in very low yield with low quality and high cost
of production.
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Although, several efforts have been made at different levels by various agencies including ICAR/SAU
institutions and KVKs, Central/State Government agencies, NGOs, etc. to develop and popularize
effective technologies and strategies to the farming communities. But, significant progress on their
large scale adoption or benefits to farmers/end-users and status on resource degradation are yet to be
realized probably due to associated complexities and diversities. More attention is required in such
fragile systems that also have ecological interactions with other regions and have not been adequately
heeded by the policy so far. Focus is now given to a more sustainable road-map of development
backed by indigenous knowledge and participation through regional planning. The key to such a plan
can be provided by the analysis of Farmers view point on regional strengths and weaknesses. Such a
strategy can be drawn on the observed responses evinced by the concerned stakeholders to the
incentives and limitations imposed by the mainstream development process.
This Conference on “Farmers First for Conserving Soil and Water Resources in Western Region” will
certainly provide enough opportunities for the farmers and other stakeholders of the region to
express and will help to understand the ground realities, impact of scientific and technological
innovations and sensitize researchers, policy makers and administrators besides motivating farmers
into Natural Resource Management efforts.

THEME AREAS
Considering the increasing awareness about Soil and Water Conservation, Integrated Watershed
Management (IWM) and prevailing limited understanding on human dimensions including the
experience of farmers/end-users in large scale adoption of several NRM technologies and ITKs, the
conference would address the missing links of farmers' participation in technology development and
develop shared responsibility for area-specific and need-based R&D in NRM. The conference,
therefore, shall deliberate on all the prime concerns of resource conservation in arable and nonarable lands, water resource development, integrated farming systems, impacts of various flagship
schemes of GoI like MGNREGA, common guidelines for IWMP, watershed-based management of
water resources, PMKSY, NMSA, NMMI, NMSHE, NICRA, agriculture and various ecosystems etc.
under the following cross-cutting themes:
1.

Natural Resource Management in Farming systems
i) Farming situations and NRM constraints
ii) Status of Natural resources and its management for varying farming conditions
iii) Major cause for land degradation in western region and remedial measures

2.

Issues of Soil & Water Conservation and Resource Management
i) Problems of land degradation and its conservation in Western India
ii) Technologies of water conservation and management in Western India
iii) Best Soil and Water Conservation practices and rehabilitation of degraded lands for resource
conservation in Western India
iv) Soil health and reclamation of problematic soils in Western India

3.

Integrated Participatory Resource Conservation and Management
i) Integrated Watershed Management for productivity enhancement and livelihood securityLessons and success stories in Western India
ii) Natural resource conservation for sustainable production

4.

Ecosystem Management for Livelihood Sustainability
i) Problem and prospects of ecosystem management for livelihood security
ii) Role of soil and water conservation measures in sustenance of ecosystem benefits/services
for livelihood security
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5.

Socio-economic Issues in Resource Conservation
i) People's participation, role of women, empowerment of farmers and other social and
economic issues in NRM
ii) Technology transfer strategies in effective technology adoption- lessons learnt from
successful case studies

6.

Governance and Policy Issue
i) Soil and water conservation for doubling farmers' income in Western India
ii) Case studies on Institutions and Institutional mechanisms for natural resource management
iii) Governance for soil and water conservation and Integrated Watershed Management
iv) Role of Panchayati Raj Institutions, GOs, NGOs and Community organizations in the
management of CPRs

All stakeholders duly registered for the conference should participate and contribute in the various
theme sessions.

MODE OF FARMERS PARTICIPATION
As farmers are key stakeholder under “Farmer's FIRST” programme, innovative and forward farmers
will be the key speakers during different sessions, in addition to lead invited speakers from academic,
researcher or administrative fraternity. Various extension agencies who are in direct contact with the
farmers and involved in improvement of their farming through popularising modern scientific
technologies to be requested to nominate innovative farmers (using a standard format) who have
unique experiences or richly contributed to production systems through effective soil and water
conservation and IWM. The IASWC will select deserving farmers in a fully stratified manner so that
each farming system or conditions are represented, and invite them to the Conference for sharing
their experiences on their relevant experiences through oral presentation at IASWC cost. Also, those
farmers will be felicitated during the Conference.

PRESENTATIONS IN CONFERENCE
Presentations will be organised in different theme-wise sessions in three stages: i) By invited farmers
on their views, ii) By keynote speakers or invited experts on relevant theme, and iii) Theme wise poster
presentations by all registered delegates.
CALL FOR PAPERS : Exclusively from researchers/scientists/ students/technicians/policy planners
(poster presentation)
It is a good opportunity for researchers and academicians to interact directly with farmers of the
western region and communicate their achievements and recommendations for wider adoption and
overall benefit to the farming systems.
Abstracts are invited from participants for reporting the results of research/outreach activities, field
experience or lessons learned while working with farmers on Soil and Water Conservation, Dryland
farming, In-situ/Ex-situ Water Resources Development, Irrigation Water Management technologies
related to any prevalent production systems (Agriculture, Horticulture, Plantation, Agro-forestry,
Livestock and Fisheries) on any of the theme areas mentioned. The abstract typed in English MS
WORD format, double spaced leaving 2.5 cm margin on all sides on A-4 size paper must not exceed 400
words. The abstract format is: title (14 pts bold), author(s) (12 pts bold), affiliation (12 pts italics),
mailing address, telephone/cell phone, fax and e-mail (12 pts normal). Abstracts can be submitted
through email (ffcswr2018@gmail.com) on or before the due date. Full length paper may be prepared
as per the latest guidelines of Indian Journal of Soil Conservation available at our website
www.iaswc.com.
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Mode of presentation of the selected abstracts will be exclusively through poster presentations.
Awards will be given for the best poster presentation on each theme areas. However, keynote
addresses and invited papers on the focused themes from eminent experts will have oral presentation
and discussions.

Guidelines for Poster Presentation
•

The entire poster must be mounted on a 36”x50” foam-core board/hard board. A banner
displaying your poster title, name and department should be positioned at top-centre of the
board.

•

Text should be readable from 5' distance. 18 or higher points font size is preferred. Lettering for
the title should be large (at least 70 point font). Use all capital letters for the title. Keep the text
brief. Blocks of text should not exceed three paragraphs.

•

The numerical data should be presented in the form of graphs. Data may be presented in small
table-form.

•

Graphically presented paper based on research work is preferred. Limit the text to about onefourth of the poster space and use “visuals” (graphs, photographs, schematics, maps, etc.) to
describe the “story”.

REGISTRATION FEE
All the participants are required to be registered for the conference by filling-up the Registration Form
which is given at the end of this document and also available on the website www.iaswc.com. Submit
the filled registration form along with registration fee in the form of draft/multi-city cheques or online
Bank transfer receipt on or before 31 January, 2018.
Registration fee is 3,000/- for delegates and 1,000/- for students and participating farmers. However,
invited farmers will be exempted from the registration fee. Payment may be made on-line or in the
form of demand draft drawn in favour of “Organizing Secretary, FFCSWR-2018” payable at Vasad along
with the registration form. The students are required to produce a valid identity card/certificate for
availing the student discount.
For Registration fee, payable through ET, Account details are as follows:
Account Name: Organizing Secretary, FFCSWR-2018 / Account No: 37143538113 /IFSC,
Code: SBIN0060379/ MICR Code: 388002006 / Bank: SBI, Mahisagar Main Road Bazar, National
Highway, Vasad
DATE AND VENUE
The conference is scheduled to be held during February 1-3, 2018 at Anand Agricultural University,
Anand, Gujarat.

ACCOMMODATION
Necessary accommodation will be arranged for the selected farmers and invited speakers. On
request, accommodation for all other participants shall be arranged on payment basis in the nearby
guest houses and hotels on first come-first served basis. Delegates are requested to send their travel
plan in advance to enable us to make accommodation arrangements.

TRANSPORTATION
The delegates will have to make their own arrangements for transport from Airport, Railway station
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and Bus stand. Good transport services like pre-paid taxi, private taxi are available at domestic airport
and railway station at Gujarat. The transport from guest houses to the conference venue and back on
all the three days of the conference will be arranged by the organizer.

HOW TO REACH AAU, ANAND
Anand is well connected by rail and road and is located in between Ahmedabad (75 km) and Vadodara
(45 km) on highway and connecting western railway line. Nearest railway station is Anand Jn; and
airport at Vadodara. Auto/Taxi could be hired from railway station/bus stand to reach AAU, Anand (4-5
km).
ABOUT ANAND
Anand is the headquarter of District Anand and is located in Charotar region which is very fertile and
productive agriculturally. Anand is known as the Milk Capital of India and famous for Amul Dairy and
its milk revolution and home to Head Office of Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd
(AMUL), National Dairy Development Board of India. Delegates may visit Amul dairy on any day
between 2.00 to 4.00 pm except National Holidays.
Educational Institutions like Institute of Rural Management Anand (IRMA), Anand Agricultural
University, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel University are located in twin city of Anand-Vallabh Vidhyanagar.
Famous holy pilgrim places like Dakor for Shri Krishna Temple (35 km), Vadtal for Swminarayan Temple
(8 km), Pavagadh for Mahakali Temple (90 km) are located nearby to Anand. Other places of interest
are Gandhi Ashram and Sabarmati front at Ahmedabad, Akshardham, Gandhinagar, etc.

ADVERTISEMENT
The Souvenir of the Conference, which will contain messages from VIP's and articles from renowned
scientists, policy makers and administrators, has provision for advertisement by the agricultural
firms/organizations. Souvenir is a very important publication of the Conference and is usually retained
by the delegates for long period to be used as reference book. Interested Organizations/Companies
may contact the organizers for giving their advertisements. The rates for the advertisement are as
follows:
Item

Rate (`)

Item

Rate (`)

Back cover (colour)

:

20,000.00

Inside full page (B & W)

:

5,000.00

Back inside cover (colour)

:

15,000.00

Inside half page (B & W)

:

2,500.00

Front inside cover (colour)

:

15,000.00

Exhibition of products

:

30,000.00

Inside full page (colour)

:

10,000.00

(per stall)

IMPORTANT DUE DATES
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Last date of Abstract submission

:

November 20, 2017

Intimation of acceptance of abstracts

:

December 10, 2017

Submission of full length papers

:

December 25, 2017

Conference dates

:

February 1-3, 2018

NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Chairman
Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra, Secretary (DARE) & DG (ICAR), New Delhi
Co-chairman
Dr. N.C. Patel, VC, AAU, Anand
Members
Dr. A.A. Patel, VC, SDAU, SK Nagar, Gujarat
Dr. A.R. Pathak, VC, JAU, Junagadh, Gujarat
Dr. C.J. Dangaria, VC, NAU, Navsari, Gujarat
Dr. B. Venteshwarlu, VC, VNMKV, Parbani
Dr. Ashok Dalwai, CEO, NRAA, New Delhi
Dr. A.K. Sikka, Head, IWMI, New Delhi
Dr. A.K. Singh, DDG (Agril. Extension), ICAR, New Delhi
Dr. A. Alagusundaram, DDG (NRM), ICAR, New Delhi
Dr. D.N. Pandey, Addl. PCCF (SWC), Govt. of Rajasthan
Mr. Ajay Gupta, IFS, CCF (Soil & Water Conservation), Govt. of Raj.
Mr. Anurag Bharadwaj, Director, SCWD, Govt of Rajasthan,
Dr. C.M. Tejawat, Addl. Director, SCWD, Govt of Rajasthan.
Dr. N.P. Singh, Director, ICAR-NIAM, Baramati
Dr. O.P. Yadav, Director, ICAR-CAZRI, Jodhpur
Dr. S.K. Singh, Director, ICAR-NBSS&LUP, Nagpur
Dr. Lakhan Singh, Director, ATARI, Pune
Dr. E.B. Chakurkar, Director, ICAR-CCARI, Goa
Dr. S.K. Singh, Director, ATARI, Zone VI, Jodhapur
Dr. P. Manivel, Director (Act), ICAR-DMAPR, Anand
Dr. N.K. Gontia, Dean, COAE, JAU, Junagadh
Dr. A.K. Chinchmalatpure, Head, ICAR-CSSRI, RRS, Bharuch.
Dr. S.K. Singh, Head, ICAR-CIAH, CHES, Godhra
Dr. R.S. Singh, Head, ICAR-NBSS&LUP, RC, Udaipur
Prof. Tushaar Shah, IWMI, Anand
Dr. S.S. Rathod, Chairman and MD, SSNNL, Gandhinagar
Dr. K.B. Kathiria, Director of Research, AAU, Anand
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Patron

Dr. N.C.Patel,Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, AAU, Anand

President

Dr. P.K. Mishra, Director, ICAR-IISWC, Dehradun

Chairman

Dr. K.B. Kathiria, Director of Research & Dean PG Studies, AAU, Anand

Co-Chairman(s)

Dr. Arun Patel, Director of Extension Education, AAU, Anand
Dr. N.K. Sharma, Head, SS&A Division, ICAR-IISWC, Dehradun

Secretary General

Dr. D Mandal, Secretary, IASWC, Dehradun

Organizing Secretary

Dr. P.R. Bhatnagar, Head, ICAR-IISWC, Research Centre, Vasad

Jt Organizing

Dr. R. Subbaiah, Dean Faculty of Agrl. Engg. &Technology, AAU, Anand

Secretary

Dr. R.K. Singh, Head, ICAR-IISWC, Research Centre, Kota
Dr. V.C. Pande, Principal Scientist, ICAR-IISWC, Research Centre, Vasad

6

Coordinators

Dr. Ambrish Kumar, Principal Scientist, ICAR-IISWC, Dehradun
Dr. D.R. Sena, Principal Scientist, ICAR-IISWC, Dehradun
Dr. Gopal Kumar, Sr. Scientist, ICAR-IISWC, Dehradun
Dr. Ashok Kumar, Principal Scientist, ICAR-IISWC, Research Centre, Kota

Members

Dr. S.H. Akbari, Director of Students' Welfare, AAU, Anand
Dr. K.P. Patel, Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, AAU, Anand
Dr. D.C. Joshi, Dean, Faculty of Food Processing & Bio-energy, AAU, Anand
Dr. Harish Patel, ADEE, AAU, Anand

LOCAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE AT AAU ANAND, GUJARAT
Chairman

Dr. Arun Patel, DEE, AAU

Co-Chairman(s)

Dr. K.B. Kathiria, DoR, AAU

Coordinators

Dr. K.P. Patel, Dean, BACA, AAU, Anand
Dr. D.C. Joshi, Dean, FPT&BE, Anand
Dr. A.M. Khakhar, Dean VS&AH, AAU, Anand
Dr. Y.C. Jhala, Dean, ABM, AAU, Anand
Dr. Dhaval Kathiria, Dean, AIT, AAU, Anand

Members

Er. B.M. Bhalia, Ex Engineer, AAU
Dr. S.H. Akbari, Director of Students Welfare
Dr. Mahesh Patel, Head, Agronomy
Dr.Kulshetra, Head, Meteorology
Dr. Sunil Patel, Head, Soil Science
Dr. Harish Patel, ADEE
Dr. H.R. Patel, ADR

ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE
Dr P.R. Bhatnagar,
Head & Organizing Secretary, FFCSWR-2018,
ICAR-Indian Institute of Soil & Water Conservation
Research Centre, Vasad - 388306,
Distt. Anand, Gujarat.
Phone: 02692-274226 /274806 (Office);
Mobile: 09427779216
Fax: 02692 274806; E-mail: ffcswr2018@gmail.com
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Dr. R Subbaiah,
Dean, Faculty of Agricultural Engineering &
Technology,
CAET, AAU, Godhra-389001, Gujarat,
Phone: (Office) +91-2692-261302, 226657
E-mail: dean.caet@aau.in

Registration Form for Participation
in
Conference on
Farmers First for Conserving Soil and Water Resources in
Western Region
(FFCSWR-2018)
February 01-03, 2018

Anand, Gujarat

Name of Participant and Organization: .....................................................................
...................................................................................................................................
Designation: ....................................... Mailing Address: .........................................
...................................................................................................................................
Telephone: ...................................................... Fax: .................................................
Mobile: ................................................ E-mail: .......................................................
Please specify: Participation with / without paper presentation
Title of the Paper(s): .................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................
The paper prepared for discussion under theme: ....................................................
...................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................
I enclose a Demand Draft no./Multicity Cheque: ...................... dated ....................
for ` ................. (Rupees ....................................................................................) in
favour of “Organizing Secretary, FFCSWR-2018” towards Registration fee payable at
SBI, Mahisagar Main Road Bazar, National Highway, Vasad OR send the fee by RTGS

and provide the details.
Note: For Registration fee, payable through NEFT/RTGS, Account details are as follows:
Account Name: Organizing Secretary, FFCSWR-2018 / Account No: 37143538113 /IFSC
IFSC Code: SBIN0060379/ MICR Code: 388002006 / Bank: SBI, Mahisagar Main Road Bazar,
National Highway, Vasad

Enclosing an Abstract:
Date: ...............

Yes / No

(Signature of the Participant)

Nomination Proforma for Farmers Participation
in
Conference on
Farmers First for Conserving Soil and Water Resources in
Western Region
(FFCSWR-2018)
February 01-03, 2018

Anand, Gujarat

1. Name of the Farmer: ............................................................................................
2. Date of Birth: ........................................................................................................ Paste Passport
3. Mailing Address: ..................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................

size
photograph

4. Telephone: .................................... Mobile: ..........................................................
E-mail: ......................................................................................................................
5. Important crops grown by nominee farmer (cereals/oilseeds/pulses/vegetables/fruits):
Livestock: ......................................... Tree: ................................. Others:............................................
6. Nominated by: ................................................Designation: ..............................................................
7. Institute/University/Dept/KVK etc name: ..........................................................................................
Phone/Mobile: ............................................................. Email: ..............................................................
8. Title of soil & water conservation technology innovation/adopted/demonstrated:
9. Description of technology (in about 5 bullet points):
10. Two photographs/figures: pl add two good quality photo here (with captions)
11. Cost involvement (per unit/ha/acre etc):
12. Net return (per unit/ha etc):
13. Advantages: (in about two bullets)
14. To which area this technology can be up scaled:
15. What is required from Scientists/researchable issues/Constraints faced:
16. Any other information:

Date : ...................

(Nominated by Head Of Department/ Institute)

